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THE INSTITUTE UPDATE SHOULD WE TAKE A STAND?

Dr. Robert E. Nix
President, Berean Bible Institute

It's hard to believe that by the time you receive
this Bulletin we will be well underway in our
Spring Semester. We are so blessed to be able to
have eager students who are interested in not only
knowing more but seeing Christ work in their lives
and use them for His glory. So I am sure you can
understand why it is easy to get excited about each
new and fresh semester.

There are several things on the horizon that I
want to share with you. This semester, we will be
hosting our second online course. This semester’s
online course is Church History, which will be taught
by Pastor Don Sommer, pastor of Grace Church in
Indianapolis. This will actually be a first for us as we
be utilizing an instructor that is not on campus. You
may remember that Pastor Andy Kern taught
Manners and Customs of the Bible, last semester. He
taught the course from our classroom here at BBI to
students from Ohio, Illinois, and Wisconsin.

(continued on page 7)
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President, Berean Bible Institute

In the 1940’s and 50's the Grace Movement as
we know it began to take root. Men and women
under the teaching of men like J. C. O'Hare, Otis
Wasson, C.R. Stam, Charles Baker, John LaVier,
H.B. Prince and others were beginning to see the
distinct ministry of the Apostle Paul. They were
also beginning to recognize that when one
understood the Scriptures from a Pauline
perspective the Bible began to make sense. No
longer was there a need to spiritualize hard to
understand passages or to hold a theological
position that placed the beginning of the Church
at Pentecost, a distinctly Jewish feast day. By
starting the Body of Christ with Paul a clear
distinction between the Church and Israel and the
Apostle Paul and the Twelve was evident. As a
result their understanding of the Bible became
clearer and clearer.

As believers began to share what they were
learning their excitement began to overflow.
However, not all were so excited about these
discoveries. Pastors and church leaders who did
not share these views were not so enthusiastic
about these believers sharing these newly
understood truths. Many, in fact, were asked to
leave churches that they had started, attended,
and supported for decades. I have encountered
several over the years who were asked to leave

(continued on page 3)
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From Wisconsin

il woul d l'i ke to tHRa&8nkK
Answer s to Bi bl e Quest
understand the Word of God and its application.
It gives me direction in how to pray for Berean
Bible Institute, its staff, and scholars. My pastor,
who was a graduate of Berean Bible Institute, is
skillful in teaching Pauline truths. We are
bl essed. 0

From California:

AThank you for your midn
with the truth through

From Ohio:

AWebdbre thankful for t h
being taught there. o

From Washington

AThank you for continui
and 6Bi bl e Answer so f
bl essingéas you may kno
| had hoped to attend BBI, and even visited the
campus. May our Lord continue to bless and keep
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the students, that the Word will go forth in all its

glory and power. What a blessing to understand
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From Missouri:

iCl osi ngwith2 thdnkfulness and joy.
Thanking you as you continue to be faithful
stewards of that most precious deposit entrusted
to us. o
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(SHOULD WE TAKE A STAND? continued from page 1)

because they took a stand on the distinct
apostleship and message of the Apostle Paul.
There was much pain felt in these situations as
brothers and sisters in Christ were divided over
the truth of the Word of God. Maybe, as you read
this your heart and mind goes back to a time
where you were ostracized for your stand on
Pauline truth. I have family members who
remember the struggles that their parents and
grandparents went through when they took a
stand for the Grace Message.

The first reason is the simple fact that the
Apostle Paul declares that the message he
received from the resurrected Christ was not of
man or passed on by man but by direct revelation.
In Galatians 1, Paul goes to great lengths to declare
“But I make known to you, brethren, that the gospel
which was preached by me is not according to man. For I
neither received it from man, nor was I taught it, but it
came through the revelation of Jesus Christ”
(Gal.1:11,12). This statement alone demonstrates
that he was not just an addition to the twelve
carrying on their teachings, but something new
had been revealed to him. Paul goes on

Now lets fast forward to 2012 and
ask ourselves, was the stand our
forbearers took for Grace truth
necessary? Was their commitment to
the Pauline message worth taking?
Should they have politely and quietly
kept their new understanding to
themselves? The same questions could

Should we stop taking
a stand for the Grace
Message and just try
to get along with
other believers in
spite of what the
Word teaches?

in verses 16 and 17 to elaborate on the
fact that even after receiving his new
appointment by Christ that it was at least
three years before he met with the other
apostles. Paul’s ministry from the outset
was distinct and different from the twelve.

The second reason is that Paul declares

even be asked of believers today that
see the distinct ministry of the Apostle Paul.
Should we stop taking a stand for the Grace
Message and just try to get along with other
believers in spite of what the Word teaches? Is
there even a need for a school like Berean Bible
Institute? Or should we just close and join the
other ministries across America that are already
well established?

My answer to these hypothetical questions is
simply this; if what those in the Grace Movement
desire is just to blend in with everybody else at
the expense of the truth of God’s Word, then the
answer is “yes” we should keep our mouths shut
and just go along to get along. However, if our
desire is to be faithful to what the Word of God
teaches and to cast aside the traditions of men,
then we should stand on the distinct message and
ministry of the Apostle Paul without apology. The
Word of God must be our guide, not the traditions
of men or the desire to be accepted by others.

There are several reasons why I believe it is
important that we maintain our stand for Pauline
truth without apology. These reasons are not
found in the traditions of men or a long line of
denominational thinking.  These reasons are
found in Scriptures that were given under the
inspiration of the Holy Spirit.

the message he received was a mystery,
Ephesians 3:2-5 tells us “if indeed you have heard of
the dispensation of the grace of God which was given to
me for you, how that by revelation He made known to
me the mystery (as I have briefly written already, by
which, when you read, you may understand my
knowledge in the mystery of Christ), which in other
ages was not made known to the sons of men, as it has
now been revealed by the Spirit to His holy apostles
and prophets”. You will notice that this mystery
was given specifically to Paul by revelation. One
also notices that this mystery was not previously
made known to men before Paul, but was a
mystery “hidden in God” (Eph. 3:5,9). This means
that one cannot go to the Old Testament, or the
Gospels, to find the message of the Church the
Body of Christ. The one new man made up of Jew
and Gentile in One Body is purely a Pauline
revelation. In the Old Testament and when God
resumes His dealings with the nation of Israel in
the future Tribulation, the Jews were and will be
the focal point, not this one new man, called the
Body of Christ.

Thirdly, Paul challenges the members of the
Body of Christ living in the dispensation of Grace
that his doctrine is to be followed and passed on.

(continued on page 4)



(SHOULD WE TAKE A STAND? continued from page 3)

In 2 Timothy 1:13 Paul writes to Timothy to “hold
fast the pattern of sound words which you have heard
from me.” The term for “pattern” here is the word
hupotuposis which gives the idea of a guide or
formula that should be followed or adhered to in
life. He also states several verses later in
2 Timothy 2:2 that what he had taught Timothy
was to be passed on to “faithful men” so that they
might teach it to others. There should be no doubt
that Paul’s doctrine is to be followed and passed
on. Again he states in Philippians 4:9 that “The
things which you learned and received and heard and saw
in me, these do, and the God of peace will be with you.” It
is clear from these two examples that Paul’s
doctrine was to be practiced and passed on to
others.

Finally, we are told to follow Paul’s example
in ministry. Not only is it true that Paul’s
teachings are to be a “pattern” for the body of
Christ to follow in the dispensation of Grace but
also his life and ministry. In 1 Corinthians 4:16 we
are told to “imitate” Paul. This word literally
means to mimic or do as he does. He then follows
in verses 17 with “I have sent Timothy to you, who is
my beloved and faithful son in the Lord, who will
remind you of my ways in Christ, as I teach
everywhere in every church.” The term for “ways”
denotes a path or road that one is traveling. Paul
was not commissioned with simply a set of
teachings to keep, but also an example of what it
looks like to follow the resurrected Christ. We
must never forget that Paul’s calling and message
were given to him by the resurrected Christ.
While it is clear that Paul is the Apostle to the
Church the Body of Christ, his whole ministry
and life pointed to the Savior.

It seems clear to me, and I hope to you, as we
have considered the stand our grace forbearers
chose to take in the past for the Grace Message
was for the clear teaching of God’s Word. Like
theirs, our stand today for Pauline truth is secure
in the Scriptures and must be taken without
apology. What man thinks should never stand in
the way of the clear teaching of the Word of God.
For those who see this wonderful truth, a fog is
lifted from their eyes, and they will never be the
same. \i

i
|
u

BIBLE WORDS AND WORDS
OF THE BIBLE

Dr. W. Edward Bedore
Editor, BBI Bulletin, BABQ

In this edition we continue to provide the
meanings of Biblical and theological words for the
purpose of helping the reader gain a fuller
understanding of what God’s Word teaches and a
deeper heart-knowledge of Jesus Christ as He is
revealed in Scripture.

PROPITIATION

In this installment I would like to start with
the important term “propitiation” (pronounced
pro-pish-e-a-shin). It is found four times in the
Bible (Rom. 3:23; I John 2:2; 4:10; Heb. 9:5). In
Hebrews it is translated “mercy seat” in reference
to the lid of the Ark of the Covenant.
Symbolically, this is a fitting rendering of the
Greek word as it was there that the blood was
sprinkled on the Day of Atonement to atone for
the sins of the people of Israel. Through the
sacrificial blood of animals as a substitute for the
nation, the people could find mercy for another year
because God’s righteous nature was appeased, His
wrath withheld, and mercy extended. This
temporary yearly atonement served as a
foreshadowing of the fullness of the propitionary
work on the Cross that Jesus Christ accomplished
through the voluntary offering of Himself as a
once and for all time sacrifice for the sins of the
world. In the shedding of His own blood, on our
behalf, He satisfied God’s wrath against sin; not
for just another year, or even a millennium, but
forever. No other sacrifice or atoning work is
necessary and none is acceptable to God. He is
pleased with what His Son has done and
completely satisfied with it. In His satisfaction,
God has “set forth” His own Son “to be a
propitiation through faith in His blood....” (Rom.
3:23). His righteousness and justice being
appeased through the substitutionary death,
burial, and resurrection of His Son, the Father is
free to justify all who come to Him through faith in
Jesus Christ. Because Christ’s perfect sacrifice was
satisfactory to the demands of the Father’s perfect
righteousness and justice, God is perfectly just in

(continued on page 5)



BIBLE WORDS AND WORDS OF THE BIBLE
continued from page 4)

forgiving sinful men and women of their sins and
declaring them righteous when they place their
faith in Christ; “....to declare His righteousness for
the remission of sins that are past, through the
forbearance of God; to declare, I say, at this time His
righteousness: that He might be just and the justifier of
him which believeth on Jesus” (Rom. 3:25-26).

Jesus Christ’s propitiationary sacrifice

of sin through the payment of His own blood.
Because He died for the sins of the whole world, the
price He paid through his death on the Cross is
sufficient to redeem whosoever believes in Him.

RANSOM

The Greek word associated with this word is
lutron. It is found twice in the Scriptures;
Matthew 20:28 and Mark 10:45. These are parallel
passages that read; “For even the Son of Man came
not to be ministered unto, but to minister,

of Himself provides the basis for the truths
expressed in the terms “the Forgiveness

God can cancel the sin

and to give His life a ransom for many.”
This term is closely associated with

(remission) of Sins, Redemption, Ransom, debt of those who trust | Redemption but speaks more of the
Justification, Imputed Righteousness, and in Christ because He price paid to set the one being redeemed
Reconciliation.” While these are all has paid their debt for free, while Redemption refers more to
separate aspects of salvation, none of them them with the transaction that took place through

stand alone. Each is connected to and
dependent on the others. We will look at

His own Blood.

the price paid. Christ gave His own life
for the ransom of sinners sold into the

them next with an emphasis on how they
are interconnected and the importance each has in
the salvation of sinners.

THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS

The forgiveness of sins is an action of God
through which He releases sinners from guilt and
the penalty they deserve for committing those
sins. It is the cancellation of all responsibility for
the sins of those, and only those, who trust in
Jesus Christ as Savior. God can cancel the sin
debt of those who trust in Christ because He has
paid their debt for them with His own Blood. The
Father’s righteousness is satisfied with what He
has done on behalf of sinners. When someone
comes to God through faith in Jesus Christ, their
sin debt is declared to have been “paid in full”.
For those “in Christ” there is “redemption through
His blood, the forgiveness of sins...” (Eph. 1:7).

REDEMPTION

Three Greek words are associated with the
idea behind this term. The first is exagorazo (Gal.
3:13; 4:5). This word speaks of “buying out”, such
as buying a slave out of the slave market. The
second word is lutroo (Tit. 2:14; I Pet. 1:18) which
has to do with releasing or liberating upon the
payment of a ransom. And third is apolutrosis
(Rom. 3:24; Col. 1:14; etc.) that also refers to a
releasing with the payment of a ransom.

The idea of redemption is that Jesus Christ has
purchased the redeemed out of the slave market

bondage of sin from which they have no
hope of escape except through faith in Him.

This must not be confused with the “Ransom
Theory of the Atonement”, which holds the view
that Jesus Christ purchased salvation by shedding
His blood as a ransom that was paid to Satan to
deliver mankind from the bondage of evil
Nothing could be further from the truth. Satan
has no legal authority over man, and certainly has
no power to assign anyone to the Lake of Fire
where he, and all of the unsaved, will end up. Our
sins are a transgression of God'’s holiness and His
righteousness. As Creator, He has complete
authority over all of the creation. As an absolutely
holy and righteous God, He must punish sin. The
penalty that must be exacted for sin is death.
Christ paid the price we owe on our behalf and
His Father has accepted it as sufficient. He is
satisfied with the judgment of death that His Son
bore for us. The ransom price was paid Godward
to free sinners from the righteous condemnation
that they deserve. Those who will simply believe
that what Jesus Christ did was for them and place
their trust in Him for the forgiveness of sins will be
forgiven and saved from everlasting judgment.

Lord willing, in the next Bulletin we will look at
the terms; Justification, Imputed Righteousness, and
Reconciliation. g~

“... while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.”
Romans 5:8



IS MORMONISM A CULT?

Dr. W. Edward Bedore
Editor, BBI Bulletin, BABQ

Lately there has been a lot of discussion about
Mormonism in our country. One of the most
common questions that we hear is “Why do some
people think that Mormonism is a cult?”

Well, first of all we would like to define what
a cult is in regards to Biblical Christianity. We are
using the term here to refer to religious groups
that claim to be Christian, but are not Biblical in
their core beliefs. They generally are devoted to
the teachings of a highly esteemed leader who
alone is thought to have had the “real truth” of
Christianity revealed to him or her. They also
have sacred writings that they consider to be
equal or superior to the inspired Word of God as
found in the Bible. When their extra-Biblical
writings teach something contrary to the
teachings of the Bible, they accept their group’s
sacred writings as being authoritative over the
Bible. In addition, most, if not all of the core
doctrines a cult adheres to are in direct
contradiction to the basic truths of the Gospel
revealed in the Holy Scriptures.

A Christian cult can be defined as “a perverse
system of belief and practice built on a false
doctrine that demands devotion to a religious
view and/or leader.” It can take a variety of
forms, but at its root it is a religious system that
twists and distorts Biblical truth into a lie. It is
difficult to define and identify a cult apart from
placing it in contrast to the teachings of the Bible.
When placed along side Biblical truth a cult is
exposed as being a fatally false belief system. It is
a counterfeit Christianity.

Why do many people say that Mormonism is
a cult? Because it is one. With the limited space
available here we cannot go into great detail on
the differences between Biblical Christianity and
Mormonism, but we can give enough information
to show that the two are not compatible.

To start with, Mormonism is built on a
revelation apart from the Bible called the Book of
Mormon. According to Joseph Smith, who claimed
to have received this revelation, the Church was to
be reorganized around a creed that teaches a
plurality of created gods, denies salvation by faith
alone, and teaches that salvation is earned through
obedience to the divine laws.

The Bible teaches that man is a created being
that consists of body, soul, and spirit (Gen. 1:27;
2:7; I Thes. 5:23). Every man and woman are
descendants of the first man and woman (Adam
and Eve). Mormonism teaches that human beings
pre-exist as spirit beings before receiving a
physical body from their human parents. They
say that the God Elohim and one of his goddess
wives came to planet earth as Adam and Eve to
start the human race here. In their belief system
every man and woman has the opportunity to
become a god through the Mormon church (also
known as the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day
Saints). This major heresy is summarized in the
following Mormon theological saying: “As man is,
god once was, and as god is, man may become.” In
other words, according to Mormonism, all gods,
(and they believe in a multiplicity of gods, were at
one time humans, and all humans have the
opportunity to become gods.

The Bible teaches that there is One True God
who eternally exists in three persons, Father, Son
and Holy Spirit. Each of the persons of the
Trinity are equal in the essence of their being and
attributes. The Triunity of the infinite God as
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit is clearly taught in
the Holy Scriptures, but it is not possible for finite
man to fully understand or explain. It is not
determined by the reasoning of intellect, but is
accepted by faith because it is taught in the Bible.
Mormonism denies the Trinity and teaches a false
concept of who God is.

Mormonism holds to four basic tenets on the
doctrine of God. (1) That God the Father has a
tangible flesh and bone body like man’s. (2) That
God evolved from man. They believe that the God
of planet earth is an exalted man-God in a human
body of flesh and bone. (3) Mormonism is
polytheistic. It believes that there are literally
millions, if not billions of gods. (4) Every Mormon
is working towards becoming a god or goddess.

The Bible does not teach that a man or a woman
can become a god. What it does teach is that they
are human beings who are spiritually dead and
alienated from God in their sins, but can be made
spiritually alive and restored to fellowship with
their Creator through faith in His Son, Jesus Christ.

The Bible reveals Jesus Christ to be God’s Son
who willingly left His place in glory to become a

(continued on page 7)



(Is MORMONISM A CULT continued from page 6)

man for the purpose of paying our sin-debt by dying
on the Cross so we might be forgiven of our sins and
receive the gift of eternal life (Rom. 3:21-26; 6:23; Eph.
1:13-14; 2:1-5; Titus 3:5-7). The redemption of the
believer is based solely on the sufficiency of the blood
of Christ to pay our sin-debt and His righteousness
which is imputed to those who are justified in Him.
Mormonism says that Christ's redeeming work on
the Cross only provides man with an opportunity to
earn his own salvation.

The Jesus of Mormonism is not the Jesus
Christ of the Bible. Mormonism teaches that Jesus
was the spirit brother of Lucifer (Satan); that His
birth was the result of sexual intercourse between
the god Elohim (Adam) and Mary; that He is not
uniquely both Man and God; and that He was not
sinless before His incarnation.

Hopefully, this brief look at Mormonism, is
enough for Bible believers to recognize that
Mormonism is false. It promotes a false gospel that
offers a false hope of salvation to those entrapped
by it. Mormonism denies the major doctrines of the
Bible concerning Scripture, God, Christ, Salvation,
Sin, and Sanctification. It is a cult of death.

“Beware lest any man spoil (cheat) you through
philosophy and vain deceit, after the traditions of men,
after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ.
For in Him dwelleth all the fullness of the Godhead
bodily. And ye are complete in Him, which is the head
of all principality and power.” (Col. 2:8-10) . ‘i -
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2012 GRAQ#ISSION CONFERENCE

FRIDAY, MARCH 9TH
7:00 PMY2 MISSIONS BRIEFING
BEN ANDERSON-TCM Executive Director
Don TeEN HOEVE-GMI Director of Field Operations

SATURDAY, MARCH 10TH

9:00 AMY2  JEFF ROTH, Zambia, GMI

10:10 AM¥2  Tim HEATH (SKkYPE), Malaysia, TCM
10:50 AMY2  JOE CAMPOS, Prison Mission, PMA
1:00 pM¥2  JOEL MOLINA, Africa, GMI

2:15 pmY¥2  JERRY OLSON, Puerto Rico, GMI

3:15 pmYs  PANEL DiscussioN. All Missionaries

(THE INSTITUTE UPDATE continued from page 1)

Pastor Sommer will be teaching from Indianapolis,
Indiana to students from various places. This
technology has the potential to greatly expand our
ability to have instructors from other areas of the
country, who are experts in their field, teach
courses for BBI.

We are currently looking to update our
computer systems at BBI. In the near future, as
the Lord provides, we will need to purchase new
computers for our offices and a video projector
that will be used for travel and in class. The cost
of these items is approximately $4000.00. If you
feel led of the Lord to give to this project please
designate your gifts accordingly. We appreciate
your prayerful consideration about this need.

Please pray for our Upcoming Missions
Conference, March 9t &10%. Our theme is NOT
ASHAMED. This is the same theme that we have
chosen for the 2011-2012 school year at BBI. It is
truly a blessing to hear what God is doing on the
mission field and how He is setting people free
through the Gospel of the Grace of God.

I am in the process of setting my promotion
schedule to share the ministry of BBI in Grace
churches in various parts of the country. I have
been extremely blessed to have had the
opportunity to meet many supporters and
believers interested in hearing about the ministry
of BBI. Please pray for me as I travel and speak
and share what God is doing here at Berean Bible
Institute. I also want you to be aware that in our
next BABQ publication you will receive an
Alumni Spotlight flyer that focuses in on three
past graduates from BBI and how God has used
the ministry of BBI for His glory. I am thrilled that
God continues to use the ministry of BBI to equip
leaders in the message of God’s Grace and with a
desire to share that message with others.

Finally, we are in the process of accumulating
email addresses from our partners with a goal to
send out monthly email updates. It is our goal
over the next few months to develop this list and
send out our first online update. Please note that
this will not take the place of our Bulletin or
BABQ but will give us a simple way to keep in
touch with our partners.

Thank you so much for your on going support
and desire to see leaders trained in the message of

Grace with a desire to share it with others. | \i o
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The BBI Bulletin is the official newsletter of the Berean Bible Institute Inc., and is sent free of charge to any

that request it.

Berean Bible Institute exists as a college level non-degree granting school of adult education, which
endeavors to provide advanced Biblical and doctrinal studies in accordance with the Biblical principle of right
division and the revelation of the mystery along with practical training in ministry and leadership skills, in
order to help individuals become prepared to do the work of the ministry in local churches, the mission field,
at home or abroad, with the overall goal of making the Gospel of Jesus Christ known to the lost throughout

the world, the edification of believers, and the promotion of personal Bible study.
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