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Training Workmen that Need Not Be Ashamed

THE INSTITUTE UPDATE
By Dr. Robert E. Nix

As you may know, about a month and half ago
I assumed the position of President of Berean Bible
Institute. I must say that it has been both a
challenge and a blessing. Whenever one starts a new
position there is a learning curve and a period of
adjustment. Please continue to pray for me as I lead
BBI into the future under God’s strength. In thinking
about my first Institute Update I wanted to share
with you several things that are a blessing to me
about BBI. When I think about how God has used BBI
and continues to use the Institute, I am so thankful
because we are truly making a significant impact for
the cause of Christ. The first blessing I want to share
with you concerns our students. This years student
body at BBI is made up of students who are actively
serving the Lord.

(continued on page 7)
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Rightly Dividing the Word of Truth

THE BLOOD OF JESUS CHRIST
By Dr. W. Edward Bedore

“And (Christ) said unto them (His disciples),
‘thus it is written, and thus it behooved Christ to suffer,
and to rise from the dead the third day: And that
repentance and remission of sins should be preached in

His name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem”
(Lk. 24:46-47).

I recently received a question about the passage
above concerning the blood of Christ. “What did
the 12 apostles know about the blood of Jesus
Christ and did they preach about it?”

I believe that, yes, the 12 apostles did know
about the exclusiveness of the blood of Christ and
that they did preach about it. Before explaining
why I believe this I think that it is fair to
acknowledge that many Grace Bible teachers and
preachers do not believe that Peter and the eleven
understood the part that the shedding of Jesus
Christ’s blood played in the forgiveness of sins
until they learned it from Paul. I once held this
position myself, but from the weight of the
Scriptural evidence to the contrary, I was forced to
change my mind. That being said I will attempt to
explain.

Concerning Christ’s blood, it seems evident that
the Lord was telling His apostles in verses 46-47 of
Luke chapter 24 that His blood was essential to the
message of “repentance and remission of sins” that was

(continued on page 3)



Mail
Received

at
Box 587

FROM WISCONSIN:

“Thank you for your faithfulness in training
the saints for service to our Lord.”

FROM TENNESSEE:

“It means so much to me, to know that there
are men out there rightly dividing the Bible. Keep
up the good work.”

FROM MISSOURI:

“Dear laborers and faithful ones. It rejoices
the heart to know you are standing firm for the
truth of His grace. May the ones studying
become strong, faithful stewards of the mystery.
We know how easily some turn away as Paul
wrote. So, it is a great joy of heart to greet saints
holding fast the truth of His Word. Thank you for
your faithfulness.”

FROM WISCONSIN:

“I don’t travel like I used to, but you are not
far from my mind and always in my heart. I pray
you will be able to keep on keeping on. The
unsaved and the saved need you.”

FROM GEORGIA:

“Thanking you all for your Bible Answers to
Bible Questions. Praying for you that God will
bless your ministry and school with more
students and partners proclaiming the Grace
Message.”

FROM MISSOURI:

“I love Bible Answers to Bible Questions, please
keep it coming. I will read any and all of your
mailings. I cannot seem to get enough.”

Only one life; twill soon be past.

Only what'’'s done

THE BULLETIN BOARD

Upcoming Events

ﬁ BEREAN BIBLE INSTITUTE’S
Graduation & Awards Ceremony

Date: Saturday, May 21st, 2011

Time: 2:00 PM at Berean Bible Institute

Contact: BBl at (262) 644-5504, or
bbi@bereanbibleinstitute.org

We invite you to join us as we recognize our
student’s accomplishments. Our graduates this
year will be Kevin Sadlesnd Justin BeckerThis
will also be a ceremony to welcome Dr. Nixas the
President of Berean Bible Institute. Everyone is
invited and welcome to attend. Please let us know

so that we can provide adequate seating.

BEREAN BIBLE FELLOWSHIP CONFERENCE

Dates: June 18th-23rd, 2011
Location: Cedar Lake, Indiana
Theme: “Rejoice in the Lord Always”

Contact: www.bereanbiblefellowship.weebly.com
To make reservations contact the conference

center at (219) 374-5941.

GRACE BELIEVERS
BiBLE CONFERENCE

Dear God,

So far today, | have
done alright, | have not

lost my temper, | have | Theme: “Searching the

not been greedy, i Unsearchable Riches of
grumpy, nasty, selfish

or overindulgent. But i Christ

a few minutesGod, | an Contact: Pastor Ken Lyon

going to get out of bed at:(231) 745-9595.

and from then on | am

probably going to need V

more help. Amen.
—Selected

Dates: August 5-7, 2011
Location: Bitely, Michigan




(THE BLOOD OF JESUS CHRIST continued from page 1)

to “be preached in His name among all nations, beginning
at Jerusalem.” While the word blood is not found in
the passage, His suffering and rising from the dead
are specifically mentioned. This means that His
death, burial, and resurrection are in view in the
passage. His death, of course, speaks of the blood of
Christ, which was shed for the sins of the world.

That it is said, “Thus it is written” (Lk. 24:46)
tells us that the suffering (death) and resurrection
were the subject of prophecy found in the Old
Testament. The primary passage on Christ’s
substitutionary death is found in the writings of the
prophet Isaiah (see Isa. 53:1-12). When considered
in conjunction with the typology of the blood
sacrifices of the Mosaic Law (see Ex. 12:21-23; Lev.
4:1-4, 13-16; 16:14-15; etc.), this Suffering Servant
passage is seen to be dealing with the necessity of a
blood sacrifice for the remission of Israel’s sins.
That this sacrifice for sins would be sufficient to
redeem believing Gentiles as well as Israelites is
also made clear in Isaiah (see Isa. 49:6; 62:1-2).
However, under the Kingdom (or Prophecy)
program a distinction between Israel and the
Gentiles will remain in force as those of the other
nations will serve Israel in the Millennial Kingdom
(Isa. 49:22-23; 61:5-6). This is not true for the
Dispensation of Grace in which there is no
distinction between Jew and Gentile in the Body of
Christ (Gal. 3:26-28; Col. 3:11).

As there is “no remission” of sins apart from the
“shedding of blood” (Heb. 9:22), there is no salvation
apart from the blood of Christ who was “once
offered” for the sins of the world (Heb. 9:26-28; cf.
Rom. 5:6-9). So, what did the apostles know about
the blood of Jesus? I believe that they knew the
blood of Christ was necessary for salvation in the
Kingdom program because the Scriptures demand
it. The epistles written by the Apostles Peter and
John clearly bear this out in what they say. They
speak of the “sprinkling of the blood of Jesus”; and
redemption by “the precious blood of Christ” as well
as the cleansing from sin by “the blood of Jesus
Christ” (see I Pet. 1:1-2, 18-19; I Jn. 1:7; Rev. 1:5; 5:9).

Also, the Lord Jesus Christ plainly taught this to
them the night before His crucifixion “This is My
blood...shed for many for the remission of sins” (see
Matt. 26:26-29; Mk. 14:24-25; Lk. 22:19-20).

Of course, this brings up other questions that
need to be addressed. Important questions that
have to do with understanding the Kingdom
message and what was taking place in the Acts
period. We will list the questions that come to
mind and then try to answer them in light of what
we have already discussed. (1) If Peter understood
about the blood in Acts 2 and 3 why does he not
mention it, but instead accused Israel of murdering
her Messiah (Acts 2:22-38; 3:12-19)? (2) If the
apostles understood the real meaning of the blood
sacrifice, why were they so focused on the return of
Christ and the restoration of the Kingdom (Acts
3:19-21)? (3) If James understood about the blood of
Christ why was he encouraging believing Jews to
live under the Law, which would have included
animal sacrifices (Acts 2:18-20)? (4) If Peter and the
other apostles knew about the sufficiency of the blood
of Jesus Christ, why were they baptizing with water
“for the remission of sins” (Acts 2:38; 8:12, 35-38)?

Before addressing these issues I think that it is
important to say something about the prophesied
Good News of the Kingdom and the Good News of
the Mystery Gospel. There are big differences
between the Kingdom Gospel and the Grace
Gospel. The Kingdom Message does indeed
require faith plus works for salvation while the
Grace Message requires faith alone completely
apart from works for salvation. However, we must
remember that the doing of works in and of itself
could not save anyone in any dispensation. In the
Kingdom program works had to be done in faith
for God to honor them.

That Peter had the restoration of the Kingdom
in mind in early Acts is true. Something to keep in
mind, though, is the fact that after the Cross there
was a change in regard to Israel’s responsibility to
keep the Law and the restoration of David’s
Kingdom under the rule of Jesus Christ. No longer
was Israel bound by the terms of the Covenant that
was given through Moses on Mt. Sinai and ratified by
the blood of oxen (see Ex. 24:3-8).

(continued on page 4)



(THE BLOOD OF JESUS CHRIST continued from page 3)

They had failed to keep the terms of this covenant
and were worthy only of judgment. Jesus Christ
came to establish a New Covenant with Israel
through His own blood (see Matt. 26:26-29 with Jer.
31:31-33). Repentance and water baptism are indeed
required evidences of faith for salvation under the
New Covenant as it applies to Israel. But, without the
sin cleansing blood of Jesus Christ they would
accomplish nothing (I Pet. 1:2, 18-19; 3:18,21).

Peter’s focus on the restoration of the Kingdom
is based on the fact that Israel’s prophetic hope was
for the Messiah to come and regather all of Israel
back into their land and to conquer her enemies
and reestablish the throne of David over all of the
twelve tribes of Israel (see Jer. 23:1-6; 33:14-16;
Ezek. 34:28-31; etc.). This is what Israel was
looking for, but notice, in every message by Peter
that is recorded in the book of Acts he preached
that Christ had been raised from the dead (Acts
2:22-24; 29-32; 3:13-15,26; 4:1-2,8-10ff; 5:29-31; 10:34-
43). This tells us that the death, burial and
resurrection of Jesus Christ was always in view in
regard to the Kingdom Message that Peter
proclaimed. Another thing is that Peter also made
clear that it was only through the name of Jesus
Christ that salvation was available to Israel (Acts
4:10-12). That Israel had rejected Jesus of Nazareth
as the Messiah and had Him “crucified and slain”
(Acts 2:23) was bad news because it brought
condemnation upon the nation. But, His resurrection
was good news because only as a Living Savior
could He offer them forgiveness of sins, which He
was raised up to do (Acts 5:29-31). But, if they
refused His offer it was bad news because He is
also the Judge who would condemn them.

It is true that the blood of Jesus Christ is not
mentioned in Peter’s messages that are recorded in
Acts. However, it is also true that it is not
mentioned in the recorded messages of Paul either
except in Acts 20:28 where he speaks of “the Church
of God, which He hath purchased with His own blood.” In
this passage, Paul is not preaching to the unsaved
but to the leaders of the church at Ephesus (see Acts
20:17-38), admonishing them to remain faithful to
the Grace Message and warning them about those

who would deceive the Church. In other words,
except for this one general and brief statement, we
do not learn about the blood from Paul in the book
of Acts. We have to go to his letters (Romans
through Philemon) to get the full scope of what he
preached about the blood. The same is true about
Peter and the other Kingdom apostles. I believe that
the books of Hebrews through Revelation provide
that information for us. The purpose of Acts is to
give us a framework of history; the epistles give us
the details of doctrine. We have already addressed
the necessity of the blood for salvation and the fact
that the apostles mentioned it in their writings so we
will not deal with it again here. But we do want to
say that it is important to keep in mind when trying
to sort all this out that the Kingdom Message did not
change when the Mystery was revealed to Paul. The
hope it offers is still valid, but not to believers today
as its fulfillment has been delayed because of Israel’s
unbelief. After the Rapture of the Church, it will be
put back in force and the same message that Peter
preached in Acts chapters 2 and 3 will be preached
during the Tribulation. Itis also the same message that
has been recorded in the Kingdom Epistles for those
who will find themselves in the “last days” spoken of
by the prophet Joel and the Apostle Peter (Joel 2:28-32;
Acts 2:16-21). If this is not so, then we have a huge
problem with the authority and the credibility of
Scripture. But, it is so, and we can trust in the Word of
God to be fulfilled in His own good time. é;

DISTANCE STUDIES IN ACTION

The following letter of testimony was received from a
BBI Distance Studies student.

When I discovered that the Berean Bible

Institute was offering online courses, I jumped at
the opportunity. I go to a secular university, a place
where the concept of “furthering education” does
not apply to the spiritual. In many ways, it works
against my faith, pounding at me with all the
skepticism held against Christian values. I needed
something to counteract, something to balance my
life. I began my studies at BBI with a course in
Apologetics, studying the truths of the Bible. The
class came at the perfect time-while I was taking a
historical geology class from my university.

(continued on page 5)



(DISTANCE STUDIES IN ACTION continued from page 4)

But it wasn’t until this current semester that
secular school really tried my faith as I began a
literature course on works from the Victorian era.
As it turns out, much of what was written then
wrestles with the idea of faith versus reason, or
more specifically, God or no God.

What I learned from the Apologetics course
gave me some ease of mind. Among the many
things it taught me, I learned just how special the
Christian faith is among other belief systems. Take
Jesus for instance. All other belief systems are
based on the teachings of someone, like
Mohammed is to Islam, or Confucius is to
Confucianism; yet, Jesus is not only the teacher of
Christianity, but the salvation as well through the
form of Christ. No other major belief system can
claim this.

Second, all other belief systems are based on
works to some degree, however slight or significant
their role may be; while true Christianity asks no
works from believers whatsoever! Only faith is
necessary for salvation: “For by grace are ye saved
through faith...not of works...” (Eph. 2:8,9).

Third, consider the words of Jesus: “I am the
light of the world; he that followeth me shall not walk in
darkness but shall have the light of life” (Jn. 8:12), and
“Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall
not pass away” (Matt. 24:35). How strange it would
be if we met some man in the street or at the store
saying these things! Surely we would think him
some lunatic or a leader of a cult, believing that in
ten years from now this man will be gone from
memory. Yet Jesus Christ said these things over
two thousand years ago and we know them to be
true thus far! There has been no greater force for
good, or no better “light” in the world than that
provided by Christianity, and His words have not
passed from memory. No ordinary man could have
made these claims and had them proved accurate
two thousand years later!

These evidences, along with many others I have
learned, show that Christianity is unique compared
to other belief systems. In the words of Henry M.
Morris, the “structure [of Christianity] is such that
it must either be absolutely and uniquely true or
else be completely and grossly false.” Among the
belief systems, Christianity is the one that has stood
the strongest against the test of reason. _ inf

THE MEANS OF REDEMPTION
By Dr. W. Edward Bedore

Redemption (Grk. apolutrosis) means to set free
by paying a required price, especially a ransom. It
is related to the Roman slave market where a slave
would be placed for sale and a purchaser
(redeemer) could pay the price demanded to set the
slave free. The Apostle Paul used the term in
regard to the believers release from the bondage of
sin. The Apostle also shows us that the payment
for redemption was the “blood” of Jesus Christ.
Blood is associated with His death on the Cross. In
fact, it is so closely associated that the words death
and blood are sometimes used interchangeably in
regard to the Lord Jesus’ redemptive work on the
Cross, the offering of Himself as a substitute to bear
the wrath of God that our sins deserve.

An important term that Paul used in reference
to Jesus Christ’s work of redemption is simply “the
cross.”

“The preaching (message) of the cross” (I Cor.
1:18) includes the death, burial and resurrection of
Jesus Christ, which together provide the necessary
components to make the redemption of lost sinners
possible.

Lest anyone should ever think that Paul was
only referring to Christ’s death when he spoke to
the Corinthians of “the cross” (I Cor. 1:18; Gal. 6:14)
or when he said he was “determined not to know
anything among you (the Corinthians), save Jesus
Christ, and Him crucified” (I Cor. 2:2), he defined the
gospel that he preached to the Corinthians as being
“that Christ died for our sins according to the
Scriptures; and that He was buried, and that He rose
again the third day according to the Scriptures” (I Cor.
15:3-4).

In reference to Jesus Christ’s redemptive work on
the Cross “the blood” is most significant. It is
identified as “His blood” (Acts 20:28; Rom. 3:25; 5:9;
Eph. 1:7; Col. 1:14), the “blood of Christ” (I Cor. 10:16;
Eph. 2:13), and “the blood of His cross” (Col. 1:20). The
writer of Hebrews and the Apostles Peter and John
also speak of “Christ’s blood” in conjunction with His
work of redemption on behalf of Adam’s fallen race,
(see Heb. 9:12; 10:19; 13:12,20; I Pet. 1:2,19; I Jn. 1.7;
Rev. 1:5; 5:9; 7:14; 12:11).

(continued on page 6)



(THE MEANS OF REDEMPTION continued from page 5)

Sadly, some downplay the merit of the actual
blood of Christ and its necessity for the redemption
of lost sinners. The blood is not merely a metaphor
for Christ’s death. Christ's death had to be a
sacrificial shedding of His blood to be effective in
making redemption possible for fallen man, and
His “blood” had to be shed in His “death” on the
“cross.” In other words “death” and “blood” are
not mutually exclusive terms, but each supposes
the other. And both suppose the “cross.” “And
being found in fashion as a man, He humbled Himself,
and became obedient unto death, even the death of the
cross” (Phil. 2:8).

As important as Jesus Christ’s death on the
Cross was to God’s plan of redemption, it does not
stand alone. Equally important is His “resurrection,”
which showed Him “to be the Son of God with power”
(Rom. 1:4). A dead Savior could never intercede on
behalf of sinners. Each believer can have absolute
assurance that they will never face everlasting
condemnation for their sins because “it is Christ that
died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is ever at the
right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us”
(Rom. 8:34). Praise Him, praise Him, forever praise
Him!

The salvation, or deliverance of a sinner who
trusts in Christ for forgiveness of his or her sins has
several aspects. While each aspect is distinct from
the others they cannot be separated from each
other. They might be likened to the different colors
of yarn that are woven into a beautiful design in a
tapestry. If you pulled one of them out the whole
thing would be ruined. The redemption price must
be paid so that sinners can be forgiven of their sins.
They must be identified with Jesus Christ in His
death where they are cleansed of their sins and
redeemed by His precious blood. Being forgiven of
their sins and redeemed from the bondage of sin
they are no longer at enmity with God but at peace
(reconciled) with Him. And, because they have
been identified with Christ in His death they are
also identified with Him in both His resurrection
and righteousness and are declared just in God’s
sight and given the gift of eternal life. They are at
the same time sanctified in Christ.

Each of these blessed truths is essential to the
salvation of individuals. Because each is dependent

on a person being identified with Jesus Christ in
His death, burial and resurrection no one can have
the benefit of any of them without having them all.
This identification takes place when the Holy Spirit
baptizes the believer into Christ (I Cor. 12:12-13)
and seals them in Christ (II Cor. 1:22; Eph. 1:13-14;
4:30). Paul explains that a person either has the
Holy Spirit or they do not, and whosoever has “not
the Spirit, he is none of His” (Rom. 8:9).

In Romans 3:23-26 the Apostle Paul ties
justification, redemption and propitiation together
as being received through faith in Christ’s blood.
Propitiation speaks of “reconciliation” as it relates
to God’s wrath being appeased toward sinners who
place their faith in Christ’s blood.

In Romans 4:22-25 Paul links righteousness,
forgiveness of sins and justification together.

In Romans 5:1 he ties justification to peace
(reconciliation) with God.

In Romans 5:8-11 we find Christ's death
coupled to reconciliation under the umbrella of
salvation.

In I Corinthians 1:20 we find righteousness,
sanctification and redemption connected.

In II Corinthians 5:18-21 we have reconciliation
and righteousness directly linked.

In Ephesians 1:6-7 the Apostle puts the believers
acceptance by God in Christ (reconciliation),
redemption and the forgiveness of sins together as part
of the package of the salvation that one has through
faith in Christ and His blood (see also Col. 1:12-14).

More passages could be cited here, but these
are enough to show that not only redemption, but
all that goes along with it, reconciliation,
sanctification, forgiveness of sins, justification,
imputed righteousness and absolute personal
acceptance by God the Father. This truth is only
applicable to those who, by faith, are identified
with His beloved Son, as they alone have been
washed clean in His soul-cleansing blood. - {‘Ef

The Resurrecti on
Christobés stat eme




(THE INSTITUTE UPDATE continued from page 1)

Our students have been or are currently involved in
ministries like:

1 Preaching regularly in churches.

1 Speaking at conferences and retreats.

1 Serving on short term mission projects to
fields such as Cambodia, The Philippines,
Brazil, Africa, and Puerto Rico.

1 Serving as staff members at Christian
camps.

1 Serving on church and camp boards.

1 Teaching Sunday School and Bible studies.

The second blessing I want to share with you
about BBI is our distance studies department. This
addition to the ministry of BBI has given us an
important bridge to believers who can’t take on
campus courses. Recently I was speaking with
Pastor Andy Kern, our Dean of Distance Studies,
and he shared with me that in the first year and a
half of our program, we have already had students
from fourteen different states take distance studies
courses from BBI. Currently BBI offers our whole
first year curriculum via distance studies, and I am
blessed at how God is using it to encourage and
prepare believers for greater service.

A third blessing to me is the way we are able to
reach out through technology to those interested in
the ministry of Berean Bible Institute. As you may
know over the last year and a half we have
completely re-vamped our Web page. I believe we
have made it more appealing, user friendly and
helpful to those wanting information about BBI. In
the past month we have added an audio devotional
called “Grace to Live By.” It is a short six to eight
minute devotional designed to offer encourage-
ment as we live each day by grace. Our website
currently gets six hundred to a thousand different
visitors each month. We are now on Facebook
online so that when we have a special event or
announcement, we can update those who are on
Facebook immediately. Please take the time to visit
our web page or join us on Facebook and see what
God is doing at BBIL.

In closing, a final blessing I want to share with
you concerns our faculty and staff. Many times
when a new president is hired he has to “clean

house” when he arrives. This is not the case at BBL
We have faculty and staff who are dedicated to our
students in order to prepare them for Christ’s
service. Our faculty and staff work hard and are
willing to sacrifice to see that this job is done. For
many of you, the economy has taken its toll on
your families. BBI is no different; we have also felt
the impact of a weak economy. Our faculty and
staff are currently experiencing a pay freeze that
has lasted for the past three years. Other significant
sacrifices have also been made to help the school
move forward. This, along with the integrity and
the work ethic of our faculty and staff, shows me
that we have a faculty and staff who are willing to
do what it takes to get the job done. We are truly
blessed with faculty and staff who are completely
committed to helping Berean Bible Institute remain
strong while continuing to be used by our Savior.
There are many more blessings I could share, but
for now, be blessed by what God is doing at BBI
and how He is using our Institute for His glory. f&g*:

Serving together, .

Robert E. Nix Ph.D.
President

TAX-FREE GIVING

It is our understanding that Federal legislation
was signed December 17, 2010 that extends the IRA
Charitable Rollover for 2010 and throughout 2011.

Here are the main points:

1 Individuals 70 1/2 or older may make tax-
free gifts of up to $100,000, transferred
directly from their IRAs to qualified
charitable organizations.

1 Transfers made by January 31, 2011 are
effective in tax year 2010, plus you can make
a second gift in 2011, by December 31, 2011.

1 The transfer generates neither taxable
income nor tax deduction, so you will
receive the benefit even if you do not itemize
your deductions.

For more information please consult your financial
advisor or tax consultant.

Please consider Berean Bible Institute
a worthy ministry for your giving.
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