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AsTam writing this update to all of you, the
leaves are turning and there is a crisp feeling in the
air. I know I shouldn’t be surprised that there is a
change in weather. Change always takes place this
time of year, but I am truly amazed at how fast
summer has gone by and how fast winter is
approaching. Regardless of the changes that take
place in our lives, or in the weather for that matter,
it is so reassuring to know that we have a God that
does not change. His Word is secure and His will is
not open for discussion. What a blessing to have a
loving heavenly Father that can be counted on in
these turbulent times. He is faithful to His Word
and to those who will trust in Him.

FALL CLASSES MEAN NEW AND
RETURNING STUDENTS

As summer turns to fall so begins our fall
semester at Berean Bible Institute. I so enjoy meeting

(continued on page 6)
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Dr. W. Edward Bedore
Editor, Berean Bible Institute

Our “worldview” is the philosophical and
theological concepts through which we view the
world around us. It has to do with how we
perceive the realities of life that we encounter and
react to. It sometimes is referred to as a
“philosophy of life,” a “world outlook,” a “point of
view,” or the “ideology,” that one lives by.
Regardless of what we call it, our worldview will
affect every area of our life as our worldview will
determine the ethical principles that will guide our
interpretation of life, its meaning and our behavior.
This is true because, whatever a person’s
worldview is, it is determined by their belief
system. That is, what we believe about the origin
and meaning of life will influence all of our
decisions, choices, attitudes, and actions. There are
two basic worldviews that a person can choose
from; the humanistic one, or the Biblical one.

Humanism is a philosophical or religious
point of view that puts mankind in the place of
prominence and emphasizes his values, worth,
and abilities. In other words, it focuses on man.
There are many different ways of thinking that
could be identified as Humanism, but all would
come under one of two headings: Rational
Humanism or Spiritual Humanism.

Rational Humanism denies the existence of
God, the supernatural, and life in the hereafter.

(continued on page 3)
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Mail
Received

at
Box 587

FROM COLORADO:

“Please use this donation as needed. Thank
you for defending the faith.”

FROM OHIO:

“I enjoy Dr. Bedore’s articles.
good work!”

FROM FLORIDA:

“Dear Brothers and Soldiers in Christ Jesus.
May God’s love continue to flow through you
to His Body the Church. BBI has helped me
understand God’s Word here in prison and
has given me a peace and freedom beyond all
one could ask for considering the
circumstances. I share with all, God’s Word
rightly divided and His awesome grace with
the lost here in prison where lives are being
restored through Christ Jesus’ finished work
on the Cross. Thank you so much for being
good stewards over God’s mystery.”

FROM COLORADO:

“I have recently had the privilege to have read
the BBI Bulletin and really enjoyed the
teaching and insight taught there. I thank
God for ministries that still preach the
uncompromised truth of God.”

FROM INDIA:

“Warm loving greetings from the people of
Nagaland in Jesus name. We are the only
Christian state in India. May the Lord
continue to bless your ministry.”

Keep up the

Only one life; twill soon be past.

Only what’s done “in Christ” will last.
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The Bulletin Board

Upcoming Events

Dr. Robert Nix will be
speaking at Grace Church
in Indianapolis, Indiana

If you are in the area
and would like to attend
please contact Pastor Don
Sommer at:
gracechurchindi.com, or
phone at (317) 632 -6137.

Date: November 13th,
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%Spring Semester at
Berean Bible Institute
begins
January 23rd, 2012.
Register now for classes!
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For more information
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BBI’s Annual % i i
Mission Conference |1
is coming again this
spring! More
information will be
posted in the next
Bulletin. You won’t
want to miss it.
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Dondt forget
website!'You can order or download ”
charts, class schedules, our handbook &’
course catalog, applications, pictures,

BBI news, and moreat:
www.bereanbibleinstitute.org




(Is YOUR WORLDVIEW IMPORTANT?
continued from page 1)

This would include atheistic Marxists and secular
evolutionists. Spiritual Humanists, on the other
hand, believe in some form of spirituality and a
god (or gods) of some kind. There are many
variations in the belief systems that would come
under the classification of Spiritual Humanism,
but they all, along with Rational Humanism, have
something in common. They move God out of
the place of supreme value and authority and try
to put man in His place. The result is a worldview
that looks to human reasoning, ingenuity, and
ability to find their way in a topsy-turvy sin cursed
world, while at the same time denying that sin even

is to have our minds renewed through the proper
understanding of Biblical truth (see Rom. 12:1-2;
II Tim. 3:16-17). It is only to the extent that we read
and study God’s Word and dare to believe it and
obey it that we can develop a truly Biblical
worldview. A worldview built on the truths found
in the Bible about God, mankind, sin, salvation,
purpose in life, and the believer’s eternal destiny.
Political, social, and cultural activism can at the
best bring about superficial short term moral
change in any society. Biblical truth changes
minds and hearts of individuals forever. It brings
peace to troubled souls; and a true and lasting
peace that brings joy to the believers heart and
glory to God in every and all circumstances.

actually exists (at least sin as it is
revealed in Scripture). All humanistic
views embrace some form or other of
Duelism! and/or Relativism?.

In stark contrast, a truly Biblical

Isn’t a truly Biblical
worldview one that
has learned to see

The greatest need of the Church
today is for believers, especially the
men, young and old, to stand up and
take the leadership that God has called
them to. Yes, it means sacrifice and

the world through o
worldview offers a hope to men and , ih hard work to be a true minister of the
women that comes from outside them- the eyes and heart of Gospel of Jesus Christ. The challenge
selves. It is the belief in a personal the Lord Jesus? to every believer, particularly the

unchanging, sovereign, all-powerful
Creator God who has an absolute standard of
righteousness. A God who has revealed Himself
to man through His Word, the Bible. A God who
loves mankind so much that He sent His own Son
to pay for our sins on the Cross so that through
faith in Him we might be saved from the burning
Hell that we deserve. The believer’s beliefs and
behavior, then, are to be governed by the
unchanging truths of God’s Word rather than the
ever changing themes, standards, and philosophical
ideas of men.

Sadly, today many professing Christians have
been so deeply influenced by humanistic ideas
and viewpoints that they are not able to discern
Biblical truth from error. As a result, they have
adopted a humanistic worldview by default and
live self-centered worldly lives. They seem
oblivious to the truth that in being set free from
the bondage of sin the believer is called by God to
be a bond-servant of Christ. ? ! 1 DOT w07 |
i UOO beliddddsare toserve? UDT T Ul fob) |
“worldliness” (see Rom. 6:17-18).

As believers, the only way we can effectively
stand against the ever rising tide of humanistic
thinking that is engulfing our nation and the world

young men, is to prayerfully ponder
over what it means to ? O1 U uind {tiBnllingPoe
POwadbUwbki PET wb E U @de PHIL.AGE
8). Isn’t a truly Biblical worldview one that has
learned to see the world through the eyes and
heart of the Lord Jesus, to think like He thought
and thinks? If we want to make a difference in
the world, we must begin by letting God change
our minds and our hearts though His Word and
the work of the Holy Spirit who indwells us.

NOTES

I Duelism is the idea that within creation there
are two eternal and equally powerful but
opposing principles, forces, or beings at work.
They are variously thought of as the sources
of good and evil, light and dark, or mind and
matter. In this scheme, man can only hope to
find the middle ground between the two in
order to achieve harmony in life. While some
try to equate Christianity with Dualism
because of the conflict between God and
Satan it is actually the diametric opposite.
Satan is a created being with only as much
power and latitude of operation as God, the
Creator, has allowed in accord with His own

(continued on page 4)



(IS YOUR WORLDVIEW IMPORTANT?
continued from page 3)

eternal purposes. Satan is a rebellious and
evil, but vanquished, foe who will ultimately
be banished forever from having an influence
within the creation while God will reign
forever in righteousness.

Relativism is the philosophical view that there
is no universal absolute standard of truth and
morality. The relativist says that truth varies
according to the situations people find
themselves in. Brought into applied ethics,
this view has become popularly known as
“situation ethics.” This is the idea that one’s
actions are not deemed to be right or wrong
by any absolute standard, but by what the
person decides for his or herself about what is
right or wrong based on their current
situation. This thinking opens the door to all
manner of deviant social behavior. This is in
direct conflict with God’s Word, which is

2 U U'tbdi His Son who is “the way, the truth,

E OE wU iJobhtu12p i7117). God’s standards

are as unchanging as He is. : ; o

u

World philosophies have been summarized
in this manner:

Greece said, “Be wise, know yourself.”
Rome said, “Be strong, discipline yourself.”
Religion says, “Be holy, conform yourself.”

Epicureanism says, “Be sensuous, enjoy
yourself.” Education says, “Be resourceful,
expand yourself.” Materialism says, “Be satisfied,
please yourself.” Psychology says, “Be confident,
fulfill yourself.” Pride says, “Be superior,
promote yourself.” Asceticism says, “Be inferior,
suppress yourself.” Humanism says, “Be capable,
believe in yourself.” Philanthropy says, “Be
generous, give yourself.” Legalism says, “Be
pious, limit yourself.”

Isn’t it interesting how all of the
philosophies end with the same word,
and how each one seems to differ
from the philosophy of Jesus Christ:
“Be a servant, think of others.”

—From the Tale of the Tardi Oyeart

BIBLE WORDS AND WORDS
OF THE BIBLE

Dr. W. Edward Bedore

Words are foundational to our understanding of
what the Bible teaches. Often we hear words with
specific doctrinal meanings such as atonement,
redemption, reconciliation, forgiveness, imputation,
predestination, and others used in preaching and
teaching as well as Christian writings. It is important
to know the meanings of these words if we are going
to be grounded in Biblical truth. It is also important
to know that while most of these words are found in
our English Bibles, others like trinity, rapture, and
sovereignty are not.

Because the doctrines that these words are
associated with are of essential importance to
understanding the message of the Bible, we want
to give the definitions of some of them in this
issue of the BBI Bulletin. Lord willing, this will
become a regular feature in the Bulletin. Our
hope is that it will help to introduce readers who
are not familiar with these important terms to
them and provide a profitable review for those
who are. Because it is often misunderstood and/or
ignored, we will start our series of definitions and
explanations of Bible and Bible related words
with the word “Sovereignty.” We have chosen
this word to begin with because what one
believes about God’s sovereignty affects their
view of God character and His attributes.

SOVEREIGNTY

The doctrine of the Sovereignty of God might be
expressed as follows; God is Creator, King,
Supreme Ruler, Lawgiver, and Preeminent One
over all that exists. This definition is another way of
saying that Godis? UT 1 wEOI UUI EwEO
King of kings and Lord of lords; Who only ha
immortality.0 UOw6 T OOWET wi OOOU w!

Ol O@ Tim. 6:15-16). In other words, the
Sovereignty of God is His ultimate Lordship over all
of Creation, making His will supreme over all
others (Eph. 1:11; Rev. 4:11). God is revealed most
fully in the Person of Jesus Christ (John 1:18), whom
God gave the authority of judgment (John 5:22) and
who demonstrated God’s mind and will in His
giving of self and His service towards His rebellious
creatures (Phil. 2:5-8; I Tim. 2:4-6).

(continued on page 5)



(BIBLE WORDS AND WORDS OF THE BIBLE
continued from page 4)

Some have associated the doctrine of the
Sovereignty of God so closely with the doctrines of
Election and Predestination, as they understand
them, that there is confusion about their relationship
with each other. Many seem to think that the
Sovereignty of God is unique to the doctrine of
Election and therefore synonymous with it. It is
neither, but we will have leave for another time.

God’s sovereignty, or rule over all things visible

intricately involved with God’s sovereignty we will
look at these subjects next.

PRESERVATION

This doctrine speaks of God’s continuous
sustaining maintenance, of the Creation. While
Preservation cannot be separated from God'’s act of
Creation, it is not the same thing, but is a particular
work or activity of God. The Creation and all of
its properties and powers depend on God’s work
of Preservation (Neh. 9:6; Col. 1:16-17; Heb. 1:3).
God’s Preservation affects the entire Creation
including the continuance of life (Job

and invisible, is based on His right to
rule over all because He is the Creator
and Owner of all. The Holy Scriptures

God’s sovereignty,
or rule over all

12:10; Ps. 36:6; 145:14-16; Matt. 10:29-30;
Acts 17:28). As They were in the

make it quite clear that the Creator God t'hirfg.sbzl)isib l{: ‘mz creating of all things, all three Persons
- ~ i - muisivle, 1s base of the Trinity are involved in preserv-
is Sovereign over all of His Creation. A on His right to rule y p

few examples follow; 70 dor all that is
in the heaen and in the earth is Thine
Thine is the kingdom, Qord, and thou art
I BEOUI E wE U wldhderE29:E1E O

over all because He
is the Creator and
Owner of all.

ing the Creation and its order (Neh.
9:6; Ps. 104:27-30; 145:14-16; Matt.
10:29-30; Acts 17:28; Col. 1:16-17;
Heb. 1:2-3).

21 UU wGOAJ W un the heavens; Heath done
i EOUOI Vi Uw' PwilsEsD 6ODIWE
that striveth with his Maker!..Shall the clay say to hir
UT EQwi EUT POOI U1 w b [lerusb9g).!
211 7T OOEOWEOOwWUOUOUWEUI
EOUOWOT | wUOU O w Phzak.08:4); w UET
all the inhabitants of the earth are reputed as noth
and He doeth according to His will in the army
heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth:
none can stay His hand, or say unto Him, What dc
31 ODare. 4:35). The principle of God’s
sovereignty is expressed in the parable of “Laborers
in the Vineyard” when the owner asked the
complaining workers, ? ( Uw DU w OO0 w OF
PT ECw ( wbbOOw Bvatt 2015 a Goddst
sovereignty is also pictured by the illustration of a
potter and the clay he works with in Scripture (Isa.
64:8; Jer. 18:1-10; Rom. 9:20-21). The knowledge
that God is indeed Sovereign over all things should
bring the joy of assurance and hope to the heart
and mind of every believer. He will bring our
hope to fruition according to His ? x U U>xa@d)
2071 WEOGUOUIT OWPH. u1fD.0 wOP O
Because of space the question about the extent
of man’s free-will in relationship to God’s
sovereignty which has been debated for centuries,
will have to wait for a later time. Because the
doctrines of Preservation and Providence are so

God’s Sovereignty in Preservation provides
complete assurance for His people for the hope
He has endowed them with through His Son,
Jesus Christ (Rom. 5:1-5; 8:31-39; II Cor. 4:7-18).
Preservation is related to the Transcendence of
God in that He preserves the physical properties
and aspects of His creation from without and
apart from it.

PROVIDENCE

This speaks of God’s continuing personal
involvement with the Creation by which He works
out all of His particular plans and purposes. This
includes the events of the spiritual, physical, mental,
and moral realms. Where Preservation is about what
He does, Providence is more about the manner in
which He does it as He works behind the scenes of
history.  Providence is closely related to God’s
Immanence, which has to do with His involvement
with His Creation on a personal level.

Important to Biblical prophecy is the fact that
through providence God has, and continues to
preserve His national people, Israel (Gen. 50:20; Ex.
3:7-10; Deut. 1:30-31; 30:1-10; Josh. 2:4-17; Il Sam. 7:10;
II Kin. 19:1-37; Isa. 40:11;, 45:17, 49:6;, 63:9;
Jer.31:3,7,35-37; Zech. 12:1-9; rom. 11:1-7; 25:29).
And He will one day fulfill His covenant
promises to them (Rom. 11:25-29).

(continued on page 6)



(BIBLE WORDS AND WORDS OF THE BIBLE
continued from page 5)

If this was not true prophecy could not be
fulfilled and God would be found to be a liar.
Praise the Lord that nothing can stay His hand.

ALPHA AND OMEGA

This term is made up of the first (alpha) and
last (omega) letters of the Greek alphabet. Used
together this way they speak of completeness and
perfection. It is similar to us saying “from A to
Z. 1t is used in the Bible to indicate the eternal
nature of the “One” that they are used of. It is
found four times in the Bible, all of which refer to
Jesus Christ (Rev. 1:8,11; 21:6; 22:13). Two similar
terms used of the Lord Jesus with the same
meaning are ? UT 1 w %D U U U Rew.QH1W1G;1
28)and? UT T w! 1 T BOOD WewnBBREAW
22:13). The primary idea behind these terms is that
the Person of Jesus Christ existed before history
began and will continue after it ends. The writer of
Hebrews expressed the same thing about the
Savior in saying that Jesus is ? UT I thor add
%D OPUIT I Uw@ikbul®) dhdithdE Beld 220 1
UEOI wal U0l UEEa OwEeE188).0E

While the terms ? UT T w  Ox 1 E wakdd
01T w! 11T DOO0D Odreundt Eknd thitHe v
Old Testament, the ? %D U U U wE QFleallti4;
44:6; 48:12). Using these terms of Himself in His
revelation to the Apostle John was a reminder of
what He had said so long ago through the prophet
Isaiah in reference to National Israel as God’s
Chosen People. In Isaiah 41:4 Jehovah is reminding
Israel through the prophet that it was He who
founded the nation through Abraham and that He
was before Abraham and He will be with
Abraham’s descendants when time is no more (see
Isa. 41:1-9). This also identifies the Lord Jesus as the
Great ? ( w (Jotm 8:58). In Isaiah 44:6, Jehovah
Whois 2 U1 1 w %D U U U widinsEoub&Tsrdel(s
King and Redeemer. Both of these offices belong to
the Lord Jesus Christ. In Isaiah 48:12 God is
pleading through the prophet for the people of
Judah to listen to Him as Israel's? %D U U U wE O |

;h"

[ -\“/‘ 1

2-0pbwUBUOWUOT T w*DOT wi U1

O00awbbUIl WE&OEOWET wi 666U
—I Timothy 1:17
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(THE INSTITUTE UPDATE continued from page 1)

new students and seeing returning students
ready to dive back into their studies. Ever since I
started teaching at BBI, some six years ago, I have
been blessed by the caliber of students that the
Lord sends us. Our students know why they are
at BBI and take their studies very seriously.

There are three characteristics that typically
describe a BBI student. The first is a desire to
faithfully follow God’s Word. While the future
may be unclear, the Word of God is clear and God
wants us to be faithful to Him as we live out His
Word. The second characteristic is a desire to be
available to the Lord’s leading. BBI is a place
where our students come for intense training in
God’s Word and the skills to effectively carry out
the ministering of the Word. We at BBI believe
that the systematic training one receives will
prepare them to be used wherever God leads
them. Finally, the third characteristic is
teachability. There is a humility that comes from
being a student and we encourage our students
while they are attending BBI to open their hearts
and minds and absorb what is being taught in the
classroom and to practice what they are learning
in a local ministry setting. BBI is a wonderful
environment to become grounded not only in the
word “rightly divided” but also in the skills
available to better minister and proclaim God’s
Word.

A NEW METHOD OF COURSE DELIVERY

In our last Bible Answers to Bible Questions
you should have noticed an announcement about
an online course called “Manners and Customs of
the Bible.” While this is not a new course to BBI, it
is a new way of course delivery. Beginning
October 27th this new course will be taught via the
internet as well as in the classroom. Distance
Studies students enrolled in this course will be able
to log on and take this course from the
convenience of their homes. This course will meet
on Thursday nights from 7:40 PM to 9:15 PM.
Another advantage to this type of delivery system
is that it allows BBI to utilize instructors from other
locations. As we continue to plan for the future it is
essential that we look at various ways of providing
the best in Biblical ministry training to the most

(continued on page 7)



(THE INSTITUTE UPDATE continued from page 6)

people. It also allows an institute with limited
funds like BBI to reach more people with solid
training from a grace perspective. Please pray for
us as we offer this course. Please also pray for
Pastor Andy Kern as he teaches the course and
works with our students to make this a beneficial
learning experience. Finally, I would ask you to
pray for us as we evaluate the delivery process
with a view for a future and broader ministry.

BBI PROMOTION

One of the responsibilities I have as the
President of Berean Bible Institute is to travel and
promote the school. This is both a necessity and a
blessing. It allows me to share in a personal way
what God is doing in and through Berean Bible
Institute. I have been so blessed over the past
several months to have been able to promote the
school in various locations. In August and
September I was able to share the ministry of
Berean Bible Institute at Northern Grace Youth
Camp in Gillett, WI; Glacier Hills Bible Church in
Hartford, WI; Grace Bible Church in Beloit, WI;
and Community Bible Church in Tipp City, OH;
In October I shared at The Bible Doctrines to Live
By Evangelism Conference in Green Lake, WI;
The BBF Bible Conference in Madison, WI; and
Grace Bible Church in Nokomis, FL. In November
I will be at Grace Church in Indianapolis, IN. I am
continuously updating my speaking schedule and
adding speaking dates as the Lord opens doors. It
is such a blessing to me to meet supporters of
Berean Bible Institute along the way as well as
introduce others who have never heard about BBI
to how God is using this institute to make a global
impact for the cause of Christ. I ask that you pray
for me as I continue to travel and challenge
people to partner with BBI in training men and
women in the message of God’s grace and giving
them the tools to serve Him more effectively.

PARTNER WITH BBI

In closing I want to challenge you to consider
partnering with BBI through financial giving.
Over the years BBI has been blessed with those
who are committed to seeing the institute succeed,
and who support our mission as a ministry
training institute of the Grace Movement. BBI
remains unapologetically committed to the

teaching of the Grace Message and training men
and women for ministry in Grace churches. The
fruit of those who financially partner with BBI has
been realized in our graduates pastoring Grace
churches and serving the Grace Movement, on the
mission field, and various ways in the local
church. I humbly ask that you consider standing
with us so that we can continue to equip our
students with the knowledge and tools to impact
our hurting and confused world with the life
changing message of God’s wonderful grace.

Serving Together,
pil
[ \d'
Dr. Robert Nix, President I
Important Notice!

TAX-FREE GIVING

It is our understanding that Federal legislation
was signed December 17, 2010 that extends the
IRA Charitable Rollover for 2010 and throughout
2011.

Here are the main points:

1 Individuals 70 1/2 or older may make tax-
free gifts of up to $100,000, transferred
directly from their IRAs to qualified
charitable organizations.

1 Transfers made by January 31, 2011 are
effective in tax year 2010, plus you can
make a second gift in 2011, by December 31,
2011.

1 The transfer generates neither taxable
income nor tax deduction, so you will
receive the benefit even if you do not
itemize your deductions.

For more information please consult your
financial advisor or tax consultant.

Please consider Berean Bible Institute
a worthy ministry for your giving.



The BBI Bulletinis the official newsletter of the Berean Bible Institute Inc., and is sent free of charge to any

that request it.

Berean Bible Institute exists as a college level non-degree granting school of adult education, which
endeavors to provide advanced Biblical and doctrinal studies in accordance with the Biblical principle of right
division and the revelation of the mystery along with practical training in ministry and leadership skills, in
order to help individuals become prepared to do the work of the ministry in local churches, the mission field,
at home or abroad, with the overall goal of making the Gospel of Jesus Christ known to the lost throughout

the world, the edification of believers, and the promotion of personal Bible study.
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